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First District News 

March 2019 2019 Legislative Review 

Every year the Legislature deals with legislation that has some level of impact on local units 
of government. This year was no different. First let’s look at some bills that were passed. 

HB1048 will allow counties and cities to enter into executive session to conduct and 
deliberate security and public safety issues 

HB 1056 restricts local units of government from passing an ordinance that restricts or 
prohibits, or imposes any tax, licensure requirement, or licensure fee on the possession, 
storage, transportation, purchase, sale, transfer, ownership, manufacture, or repair of 
firearms or ammunition or their components. If counties and communities have zoning 
regulations regarding firearms or ammunition or their components, they may need to consult 
with their attorney. 

HB 1215 establishes the requirement for cities and counties to ensure that any ordinance 
posted on line is the most current version. There was a requirement to have a signed affidavit 
attesting to the validity of the ordinance. That section was removed. However, I believe there 
is some ambiguity regarding how a local unit of government would ensure compliance with 
State Law. Short answer, if you aren’t 100% sure, you might want to remove the ordinance 
from the website. 

Now for those bills that, if passed, could have been problematic for local government. 

HB 1115 was a bill which would have extended the time required for the legal 
implementation of resolutions and ordinances adopted by a county or city. Current State law 
allows petitioners 20 days after publication of the resolution/ordinance to petition for a 
referendum. The proposed law would have extended that time frame by an additional 15 
days for communities and 30 days for counties. The bill was deferred to the 41st legislative 
day. 

HB 1224, which was withdrawn by its sponsor. It would have reduced the penalties for 
individuals that violated local ordinances. 

HB 1226 was a bill to establish State-wide zoning setbacks for wind energy systems. In the 
end it was determined that local control over this issue was more important than a one-size-
fits all policy dictated from the State. The bill was deferred to the 41st legislative day. 

HB 1267 would have prohibited a county commissioner from running for municipal office 
while also being a county commissioner. The legislation was deferred to the 41st legislative 
day. I am not sure why anyone would want to hold both offices at the same time. That is just 
being a glutton for punishment. 
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 MY THOUGHTS… 
 By: Todd A. Kays 

First District — EDA Planning Grant - $70,000 

FUNDS AWARDED 

County Wage and Benefit Survey 

County Government, like private business, needs to be 
innovative in regard to recruitment and retention 
strategies. Counties are in competition with other 
counties and municipal governments when it comes to 
attracting, recruiting or even poaching employees from 
other public entities. In order to be competitive, 
especially in counties with minimal population growth 
and aging employees, counties will need to offer 
competitive wage and benefit packages to existing and 
perspective employees. This is a difficult task with the 
limited resources available. 
 
The First District in conjunction with the South Dakota 
Planning Districts and the South Dakota County 
Commissioners Association will be conducting a county 
wage and benefits survey in March of 2019. This survey 
will be similar to the work completed in 2015 and 
2017. Please take the time to complete the survey as 
the results will provide an excellent resource for 
counties to use in comparing wages and benefits paid 
in their county and other counties across the State. If 
you have questions after you receive the 2019 County 
Wage and Benefit Survey, please contact Suzie or me. 
 
Housing Solutions Website 

Housing is an issue that impacts every community 
within the First District. I know that many communities 
continue to address this complex topic. There are 
many stakeholders with different ideas on how best to 
address housing. The short answer is that there is no 
silver bullet or a one-size-fits all solution. Lorraine 
Polak with the SDHDA recently provided me with a 
website which I feel can be beneficial when addressing 
housing in your community.   
 

There is quite a bit of information and it is easy to 
maneuver around the website. One of the tabs that I 
found interesting related to why it is important to 
develop a local housing strategy. It provided a six-point 
straightforward approach to developing a local housing 
strategy.  

Those steps include: 

 Analyze the jurisdiction’s housing needs that 
illustrate the problems the jurisdiction is seeking to 
solve.  

 Define the policy objectives the jurisdiction hopes 
to achieve through the strategy. 

 Develop a comprehensive approach to meeting 
these objectives using the full array of resources 
available to local agencies in the community. 

 Identify funding sources and contingencies. 

 Develop a plan for implementing the 
recommended approaches. 

 Establish a list of numerical goals and associated 
milestones to use to track and monitor progress 
and to uncover shortfalls. 

 
I would recommend anyone interested in housing to 
visit https://www.localhousingsolutions.org/  
 
Governing Body 

The next First District Governing Body meeting will be 
on March 28th. The highlight will be a presentation 
from representatives of the Governor’s Office of 
Economic Development. Hope to see you there.  
 
While as a native South Dakotan I realize that winter 
is just one of the four seasons and part of life here on 
the prairie, I am getting quite sick of all the white 
stuff. Hurry up Spring!  

https://www.localhousingsolutions.org/
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Small Community Planning Grant  

DENR established the Small Community Planning Grant to fund project specific engineering reports that allow 
a community to take a proactive approach to water and wastewater infrastructure management. The funds 
may also be used to conduct a utility rate analysis and review using the Show-me Ratemaker™. 

The Small Community Planning Grants are available to those communities serving a population of 2,500 or 
fewer. Eligible communities may receive up to 80 percent of the cost of the study, once the study is complete, 
with a limit of $8,000 for drinking water studies and $10,000 for wastewater-related studies. 

This grant is not available for projects already on the State Water Plan. Planners at the First District are 
available to help eligible communities prepare funding applications. Applications are accepted year-round and 
funded any time after DENR review of the application. For more information regarding your eligibility or to 
begin the application process, contact Greg Maag at First District. 

GOED Conference Scheduled 

The Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED) Conference is 
scheduled for April 10-11 in Sioux Falls. For complete information, please 
visit http://www.sdreadytopartner.com/annual-conference.html 

First District Governing Body Meeting  

The Governing Body of the First District Association of Local Governments is scheduled for Thursday, March 28, 
2019 at 5:00 p.m. in Watertown. Agendas have been sent out.   

Recreation Trails Program Grant Available 

South Dakota State Parks announced that applications are being accepted for grants from the Recreation Trails 
Program (RTP). The grants will be available for trail projects sponsored by municipalities, counties, state parks, 
federal land management agencies or tribal governments. The Recreational Trails Program provides partial 
reimbursement for approved trail projects. Eligible projects include construction of new public trails, 
rehabilitation of existing public trails, development of trail-related facilities and educational programs that 
relate to recreational trails. The application deadline for RTP is Friday, April 12, 2019. If you are interested in 
the application process or more information about RTP visit https://gfp.sd.gov/userdocs/docs/rtp-
application.doc or contact Greg. 

https://gfp.sd.gov/userdocs/docs/rtp-application.doc
https://gfp.sd.gov/userdocs/docs/rtp-application.doc


First District  

Governing Body Officers 

Brenda Hanten………………………….……………………………Chairperson 

                        Codington County Commissioner 

Joe Jensen......……………………………………………….....Vice Chairperson 

                         Kingsbury County Commissioner 

Gary Jaeger……...……………...………………………..………………..Secretary 

                               Deuel County Commissioner 

Todd A. Kays……………........…………..…………...…...Executive Director 

April 30, July 31, Oct. 31, & Jan. 31—Deadlines 
for Local Infrastructure Improvement Program  
April 30, July 31, Oct. 31, & Jan. 31—Deadlines 
for Economic Development Partnership 
Program 
April 1, July 1, Oct. 1, & Jan. 1—Deadlines for 
State Revolving Fund (SRF) Applications 
April 1 & Oct. 1—Deadlines for CDBG 
Applications 
May 1, Aug. 1, Oct. 1, & Feb. 1—Deadlines for 
State Water Plan (SWP) Applications 
March 28—Governing Body Meeting  
April 10 & 11—Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development Conference 
April 19—Good Friday, Office Closed 
April 22—Easter Monday, Office Closed 
May 28—Memorial Day, Office Closed 
June 26—STIP Meeting, First District Office  
July 4—Independence Day, Office Closed 

Wellmark Foundation  
Small MATCH Grant 

The Small MATCH grant application will be available in April. 
This challenge grant is available for a maximum of $25,000, 
and the project must be completed in one year. The grant 
must be matched at 50 percent with cash or in-kind 
contributions. At least one-half of the matching support must 
be cash. For information, contact Greg Maag at 
greg@1stdistrict.org or  call 882-5115. 


